Attorney Docket No. 1304L10US01 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
United States Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 
name; that 

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors 
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: METHOD OF GIVING 
GIFTS VIA ONLINE NETWORK 

The specification of which 
a. 571 is attached hereto 

b n was filed on as application serial no. and was amended on (if applicable) (in the case of a PCT-filed application) 
described and claimed in international no. filed and as amended on (if any), which I have reviewed and for which I solicit a 
United States patent. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by 
any amendment referred to above. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 19/365 of any foreign applications) for patent or inventor's 
certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before 
that of the application on the basis of which priority is claimed: 



a.^Nh no such applications have been filed. 

bfi] such applications have been filed as follows: 



FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 


119 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 


ss Japan 


2000-067824 


10 March 2000 




L. Japan 


2000-067825 


10 March 2000 




Ujlapan 


2000-067828 


10 March 2000 




Llfapan 


2000-077657 


21 March 2000 




-i^Japan 


2000-077658 


21 March 2000 




^Japan 


2000-117377 


19 April 2000 




;r " ALL FORE 


IGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLK 


:ation(S) 


COUNTRY 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 











T hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international applications) listed 
below and insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application m the 
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT international filing date of this application. 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) 


STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned) 









I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 1 19(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below: 



U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 



DATE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) 



I acknowledge the duty to disclose information that is material to the patentability of this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of 
Federal Regulations, § 1.56 (reprinted below): 

§ 1.56 Duty to disclose information material to patentability. 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective 
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and eood faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be 
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 
claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability ot a 
claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the patentability of 
any existing claim The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner 
prescribed by §§ 1 97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Uttice 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application 
believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or 
bfflg made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 



05.: 



(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

!? J (,) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

O (ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

/Cirima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
sflification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

( 1 ) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is 
associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the 
attorney, agent, or inventor. 

(e) In any continuation-in-part application, the duty under this section includes the duty to disclose to the Office all 
information known to the person to be material to patentability, as defined in paragraph (b) of this section, which became available between 
the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of the continuation-in-part application. 
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I hereby appoint the following attorney(s) and/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent and 
Trademark Office connected herewith: 



A IKro/^lit Tnkn \\7 

AiDicCfit, jonn w. 


T5 PCr Mn AC\ 4°1 


i^condiQ, v^nrisiopncr j. 


Tj PO vr n 41 040 


AH M Tpffpr 


Ppa Nn 46 1SQ 

JXCg. iNU. i TU,>JJZ7 




JVC^. 1NU. 4u,uUU 


/\ncierson, oregg i. 


Ppa Mn 9& R9R 
Keg. INO. ZOjOZo 


i^inu-tjuisi, 1 imoiny /\. 


D PO 7sJ 0 A ft 701 
Keg. iNO. 4U, iKJl 


El-af-ylt Prion U 

rsaiZil, Drlall ±1. 


Ppa Mn 19 Q60 

Keg. imo. 3z,you 


i^ycKe, i^aAvrence n. 


Ppct \In 19. ^40 
Keg. 1N0. jo,J4U 


r>eara, jonn Ij. 


Ppa Mn 97 61 9 

Keg. ino. z/jOiz 


iviayiieiu, u erase 1j. 


Ppfr \Tn 11 719 
Keg. INO. jDy/oZ 


JjCIIlS, JOIlll iVl. 


Ppa Mn AQf\ 


iVlLL/UllalU, L^alllCl VV . 


Rp<r Mn ^9 044 


OlaCK, JDrUCC Ij. 


IVCg. 1\U. HL^O^Z, 


iviLiiiiyiCj ji.j vviiiiaiiir. 


Ppct Mri 44 Q91 

Ix.Cg. iNU. Htj^Z 1 


jjiaiicn, j orm w . 




iviiit/iicrii, ivi. 10QU. 


Ppa >Jn 4ft 7^1 
lA.Cg. INO. HvJ, /jl 






IVILICIICI, Ly/UUKJ-Cto JT . 


P P a 10 100 


Bruess, Steven C. 


Keg. JNO. JH^iDi) 


Nichols, A, Shane 


Keg. iNO. 4J,ooo 


oyrne, i^inaa ivi. 


T?^rr lSJo ^9 ADA 
Keg. INO. jZjHU^f 


r arsons, rsancy j. 


Ppa Nn 40 164 
Keg. iNO. 4U,J04 


v^aiupDeii, Kenn 


Keg. INO. 4DjJ7/ 


rduiy, udmei ivi. 


Ppa Mn 40 191 
Keg. iNU. *tu, 1Z_> 


Carlson, Alan G. 


Keg. iNO. Z2> y yjy 


Kniinps, rsryan J5^. 


Keg. ino. 4o,yyu 


L-aspers, rnmp r . 


Keg. INO. Jo,ZZ / 


rniinps, jonn rs. 


Ppa \Tn 17 90A 
Keg. 1N0. 0/,ZIJ0 


L/niapena, james k. 


Keg. INO. jy^ODH 


rrenaergasi, ram 


Ppct AJn 46 068 
Keg. iNO. H-0,UOo 


v^iiiioru, jonn j\. 


Keg. INO. j\J,Zh / 


-ryiei, ivienssa j * 


Ppa XTn 41 SI 9 
Keg. iNO. H1,J1Z 


L-oiaren, Kicnara j 


Keg. INO HHjUO^t 


v^uaiey, lerry 


Ppct Xfn 9S 1 AQ 
Keg. iNO. ZJ, It-O 


Daignault, Ronald A. 


Keg. lNo. z>>,yoo 


Keicn, jonn c 


Ppa Mn 17 701 
Keg. 1N0. 0 f,f\)3 


Daley, Dennis R. 


Keg. iNO. J4,yy4 


Kenano, Jtiari d. 


Ppa >Jn 9S 767 
Keg. INO. Zj,/0/ 


uajgiisn, Leslie c,. 


Keg. 1N0. HKJyJ /V 


Kooens, rreo 


Ppa >Jn 14 707 
KCg. iNU. JH-,/U/ 


Daulton, Julie R. 


Keg. iNO. jO,^!^ 


Samuels, Lisa A. 


P^rr Mn 41 HSA 

Keg. iNO. 4J>jUoU 


DeVries Smith, Katherine M. 


Keg. INO. HZ, iJ/ 


ocnrnaiiz, uavia o. 


Ppa Mn 1Q £98 
Keg. iNO. J7,OZo 


jJirfietro, iviarK j . 


D Arr vr rt 90 7A7 
Keg. INO. Zo,/U/ 


ocnurnan, iviarK jlj. 


Ppa Mn 11 107 
Keg. iNO. 


dckkII, KODert l . 


n 0 „ "\Ti-v 9H 1 Q7 
Keg. iNO. ZU, 15/ 


Schumann, Michael D. 


Port Mn 1A 499 

Keg. iNO. jU,4ZZ 


Egg -Ryan, Sandra 


Keg. Ino. jy,oo / 


ocuii, 1 imotny r>. 


Porr Mn AO 1 17 

Keg. INO. ^Z ? l0 / 


oiance, KODert j . 


T?^rr XT/I 4A £9 A 

Keg. iNO. ^UjOzu 


Sebald, Gregory A. 


P^rr XTn 11 920 

Keg. INO. OJ,ZoU 


Gpggin, Matthew J. 


Keg. JNO. 44, IZj 


oKOog, MarK 1 , 


Porr Mn ACS 17C 
Keg. INO. ^Ujl /o 


ijrOiia, cnaries 


Keg. jno. zo,oyo 


Spellman, Steven J. 


"D aft \T A y|C in/1 

Keg- JNO. 4j,1Z4 


Gorman, Alan G. 


p„„ XTrt 1Q /1 79 
Keg. JNO. J0,4/Z 


otoii-Dexseu, Kn:stni l. 


Keg. iNO. 43,104 


(J0mu ? John D. 


Keg. JNo. lo,zzJ 


Sumner, John P. 


Keg. JNo. zy,i 14 


G$dgson, Richard 


Keg. iNO. 41,5U4 


S wens on, Erik G. 


Ppa Mn AK 147 
Keg. INO. 40,14/ 


Gjesens, John J. 


Keg. iNo. jj,i iz 


Tellekson, David K. 


Porr \Tn 19 1 1 /t 

Keg. INO. 3Z,J14 


Haiaer, Samuel A. 


Keg. JNo. 4o, /j4 


Trembath, Jon R. 


Keg. NO. oo,j44 


Hamre, Curtis B. 


Keg. jno. zy, ioj 


Tuchman, Ido 


Keg. JNo. 4j,Vz4 


Harrison, Kevin C. 


Keg. JNO. 40^ /->y 


Tunheim, Marcia A 


Keg. jno. 4Z,ioy 


rienzuerg, J3ren a. 


Keg. iNO. 4Z,OOU 


unaernin, AiDert l,. 


Porr Mn 97 401 
Keg. INO. Z/,4U3 


Jiiiison, Kanaaii a. 


Keg. JNO. j 1,5^0 


Vandenburgh, J. Derek 


Dorr XTrt 19 1 7Q 

Keg. iNO. jZ,1 fy 


rtoizer, Jr., Kicnara j. 


Keg. iNO. 4Z,OOo 


w am, j onn k. 


Ppa Mn 11 044 

Keg. iNO. JJ,U44 


jonnston, ocott w. 


Keg. INO. Jy,/Zi 


Weaver, Karne G. 


Port Mn 41 1A< 

Keg. iNO. 43,Z4j 


Kadievitch, Natalie D. 


Keg. ino. ^4,iyo 


w ener, r am a. 


Ppa Mn 90 800 

Keg. INO. ZU, oy\) 


Karjeker, Shaukat 


Parr KTrv 14 H4Q 

Keg. 1N0. ->4jU4y 


Whipps, Brian 


Ppa Mn 41 961 
Keg. iNO. tO,Z01 


Kettelberger, Denise 


Keg. iNO. ^j,yz4 


Whitaker, John E. 


Ppa Mn 49 999 
Keg. INO. ^L^LJLL 


Keys, Je ramie J. 


Keg. No. 4z, /z4 


WicKiiem, J. bcot 


Dan XTrt A 1 196 

Keg. INO. 41,3 /0 


It npnr H r\ tti v T 


Rpa Mr, 91 1Q7 


VV liilalllb, L-'UUglao J. 


Ppa Mn 97 0S4 


Kowalchyk, Alan W. 


Reg. No. 31,535 


Withers, James D. 


Reg. No. 40,376 


Kowalchyk, Katherine M. 


Reg. No. 36,848 


Witt, Jonelle 


Reg. No. 41,980 


Lacy, Paul E. 


Reg. No. 38,946 


Wu, Tong 


Reg. No. 43,361 


Larson, James A. 


Reg. No. 40,443 


Xu, Min S. 


Reg. No. 39,536 


Leon, Andrew J. 


Reg. No. 46,869 


Zeuli, Anthony R. 


Reg. No. 45,255 



I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/artomey/firm/ organization 
who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be 
represented unless/until I instruct Merchant & Gould P.C. to the contrary. 

I understand that the execution of this document, and the grant of a power of attorney, does not in itself establish an attorney-client 
relationship between the undersigned and the law firm Merchant & Gould P.C, or any of its attorneys. 
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Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address indicated below 

Merchant & Gould P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 






Full Name 


Family Name 


First Given Name 




Second Given Name 


2 


Of Inventor 


IKEDA 


Fumiko 






0 


Residence 


City 


State or Foreign Country 




Country of Citizenship 




& Citizenship 


Osaka-fu 


Japan 




Japan 


I 


Mailing 
Address 


Address 


City 




State & Zip Code/Country 




7-10-5, Aomadani Higashi, Mino-shi 


Osaka-fu 




562-0022 /Japan 










Date: 


Signature of Inventor 201: 
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